
 

COME and 
SING … 

… a Rutter Fest
including 

Feel the Spirit

Saturday 

31st January 
2026 

Holy Trinity Church Hall 
Rosemary Lane, Formby, L37 3HA



 

Copies of the vocal score (and 
additional music) will be available to 
borrow on the day, and this is 
included in the day’s cost. 

Refreshments 
We will provide tea/coffee and 
biscuits on arrival, and at the 
afternoon tea break; and drinks will 
be available during the lunch break, 
whether you choose to buy our 
lunch offering, or bring your own. 

Lunch 
We will order a light lunch from The Lunch Hour on Church Road, Formby, which 
will include sandwiches and cake.  The cost will be £6 per person.  As above, tea 
and coffee will be available.  You are welcome to bring your own lunch if you 
prefer!  If you have any allergies or dietary requirements it might be simpler to 
bring your own, although we are happy to ask The Lunch Hour if they can 
accommodate specific requests.  Please note that it is unlikely that The Lunch Hour 
will be able to guarantee completely nut-free products. 

Parking - there is limited parking available in the grounds of Holy Trinity Church.   
If you need a Blue Badge parking space, please let us know, although space is 
limited.  Other parking is available in Pay & Display car parks located in Furness 
Avenue (The Cloisters, £4.50 all day), or at the Formby Pool on Elbow Lane (£8.00).  
The Waitrose car park has number plate recognition cameras, and is restricted to 
shoppers - and only two hours.  Don’t! 

Merseyrail  Formby Station is half a mile away, about a ten minute walk, mostly on 
the flat, apart from the bridge down from the actual station bridge. 
Buses  The 47 Liverpool/Crossens and the X2 Liverpool/Preston stop at Cross 
Green (also about a ten minute walk). 

Audience  Non-singers are welcome at the performance - no charge, but 
donations are welcomed on the day.  Please reserve a seat on the application form. 

Get your first ear worms of 2026 with the hypnotic rhythms and melodies 
of Feel the Spirit - John Rutter’s beautifully crafted cycle of arrangements of 
seven spirituals.  There will also be other little gems of Rutter’s music to 
entertain and challenge! 

Timetable

10:00 Arrival / Registration / Coffee

10:30 First session

12:30 Lunch break

13:30 Second session

15:30 Tea break

16:15 PERFORMANCE

c.17:15 Finish



Sir John Rutter 

Born in 1945 and knighted for his services to music in 2024, Rutter is almost 
synonymous with British choral music of the later 20th and early 21st Centuries.   

Hardly a Christmas concert goes by without featuring one or more of his many very 
popular carols.  As well as carols, the large scale Requiem, Magnificat and Gloria 
regular feature in concert programmes. 

Rutter has also made many arrangements of secular music.  Feel the Spirit was first 
performed in 2001 and it sets seven spirituals in contrasting styles.  Always 
typically rhythmic and melodic it is eminently singable - though not without those 
moments which keep singers on their toes! 

David Holroyd has conducted Formby Choral 
Society since 1991. He trained at the Royal 
Northern College of Music, was Assistant 
Organist at Chester Cathedral, and then taught 
for 33 years at Merchant Taylors’ School, Crosby, 
where he was Director of Music until 2019.  As 
well as FCS he has conducted Birkenhead 
Choral Society since 1985, and Amadeus: the 
Chamber Choir since 2000.  He is Organist at St 
Peter’s Church, Formby.  And every year since 
1997, he has conducted the Cheshire and 
Merseyside NHS Carol Concert in Liverpool 
Cathedral.  He believes music needs long-term 
commitment!  

Please fill in the attached form - 
or you can use the QR code at the bottom to sign up online, 
or go to www.formbychoralsociety.org and follow the Come and Sing links 

If you receive this form digitally, this is a clickable link: 
https://forms.gle/zATjgWYqES999q7a9 

http://www.formbychoralsociety.org
https://forms.gle/zATjgWYqES999q7a9


Payment details 
	 Bank Transfer 
	 Account name:	 Formby Choral Society 
	 Sort Code:	 	 08 92 99      Account number:	6720 2414 
	 Please use 	 	 CS and your initials and surname as the reference 
	 Cheques payable to Formby Choral Society 

Post this form (enclosing cheque if relevant) to: 
Formby Choral Society 
℅ 45 The Evergreens, Formby, Liverpool, L37 3RW.

Name

* Email address

* Phone number

Voice  please circle Soprano     Alto      Tenor      Bass     Audience

Singing ticket (No charge for listening to the performance) £‎  20

Lunch required 
please circle

Yes No £  6

Total amount payable  = £

Payment method 
please circle

Bank Transfer	       Cheque       Cash

* Usual data protection blurb applies … and after confirming your booking, and 
reminding everyone of the final arrangements for the day, we will only contact you if there 
are any queries.  We won’t do anything with your information after the event, unless given 
your consent.  We won’t be selling your details to anyone else!

◻︎ Please tick this box if you do consent to being on a mailing 
list to receive four emails a year, with details of the Choral 
Society’s concerts.


